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(57) ABSTRACT

A method, computer program product, and system for select-
ing and generating a key to perform a cryptographic opera-
tion are described. The method includes receiving one or
more inputs representing criteria for the key, the one or more
inputs excluding an explicit identification of the key and one
of the one or more inputs specifying the cryptographic
operation; retrieving, from a memory device, information
corresponding with the one or more inputs; selecting and
generating the key based on the one or more inputs and the
information; and performing the cryptographic operation
using the key.
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INTELLIGENT KEY SELECTION AND
GENERATION

DOMESTIC BENEFIT/NATIONAL STAGE
INFORMATION

This application is a continuation of U.S. application Ser.
No. 14/565,608 filed Dec. 10, 2014, the disclosure of which
is incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates generally to cryptographic
operations, and more specifically, to intelligent key selection
and generation.

A cryptographic operation controls access to information.
Exemplary operations include encryption of data, generation
of a digital signature, and generation of a message authen-
tication code (MAC). In each case, performing the crypto-
graphic operation involves using one key and the generation
of a complementary key to retrieve or verify information.
For example, encrypting data is an operation performed by
using an encryption key and generating a complementary
decryption key to retrieve the data.

SUMMARY

According to an embodiment, a computer program prod-
uct for selecting and generating a key to perform a crypto-
graphic operation includes a computer readable storage
medium having program instructions embodied therewith
that are readable by a processing circuit to cause the pro-
cessing circuit to perform a method. The method includes
receiving one or more inputs representing criteria for the
key, the one or more inputs excluding an explicit identifi-
cation of the key and one of the one or more inputs
specifying the cryptographic operation; retrieving, from a
memory device, information corresponding with the one or
more inputs; selecting and generating the key based on the
one or more inputs and the information; and performing the
cryptographic operation using the key.

According to another embodiment, a method of selecting
and generating a key to perform a cryptographic operation
includes receiving one or more inputs representing criteria
for the key, the one or more inputs excluding an explicit
identification of the key and one of the one or more inputs
specifying the cryptographic operation; retrieving, from a
memory device, information corresponding with the one or
more inputs; selecting and generating, using a processor, the
key based on the one or more inputs and the information;
and performing, using the processor, the cryptographic
operation using the key.

According to yet another embodiment, a security system
to select and generate a key to perform a cryptographic
operation includes a memory device configured to store
information corresponding with one or more inputs; and a
processor configured to receive the one or more inputs,
retrieve a portion of the information corresponding with the
one or more inputs, select and generate the key based on the
one or more inputs and the portion of the information, and
perform the cryptographic operation using the key, the one
or more inputs excluding an explicit identification of the key
and one of the one or more inputs specifying the crypto-
graphic operation.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

The subject matter which is regarded as embodiments is
particularly pointed out and distinctly claimed in the claims

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

at the conclusion of the specification. The forgoing and other
features, and advantages of the embodiments are apparent
from the following detailed description taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a system to perform key
selection and generation according to embodiments;

FIG. 2 is a process flow of the system to perform key
selection and generation according to an embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a process flow of the system performing an
exemplary cryptographic operation according to an embodi-
ment;

FIG. 4 illustrates generation of variant key tokens accord-
ing to one embodiment;

FIG. 5 illustrates generation of variant key tokens accord-
ing to another embodiment; and

FIG. 6 is a process flow of the system performing another
exemplary cryptographic operation according to an embodi-
ment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As noted above, cryptographic operations involve the
generation and use of a key and typically also result in the
generation of another complementary key. The complemen-
tary key may be the same key that was initially generated to
perform the cryptographic operation (e.g., encryption) but
with different type information. The type information asso-
ciated with a key dictates the permitted uses of the key. For
example, the decryption key type is permitted to be used to
decrypt information but not to encrypt other information.
The key (referred to as a strongly-typed key) and associated
type information are stored in a data structure referred to as
a key token. The cryptographic operations are generally
performed by a security module that implements an appro-
priate cryptographic algorithm. Currently, a user (e.g., one
who wishes to encrypt a document) must specify the key to
the used by the security module, obtain the key (e.g.,
encryption key), and then submit the data and the key to
have the operation performed (e.g., submit the document to
be encrypted along with the obtained encryption key). This
procedure raises two issues that can be addressed by the
embodiments discussed herein. First, the cryptographic
operation is currently performed in two steps involving
obtaining the key and then using the key to have the
operation performed. Secondly, because the operator must
specify the key to be obtained from the security module, an
operator without proper knowledge or with malicious intent
may specify a key that is incorrect for the intended use (e.g.,
insufficiently secure for the particular application). Embodi-
ments described herein relate to intelligent key selection and
generation. According to the embodiments, information
regarding the cryptographic application, rather than a speci-
fication of a key, is provided to the security module. Further,
the information is provided along with the data to be
operated on. As a result, in one step, the security module
according to embodiments selects the proper key, performs
the cryptographic operation, and provides any complemen-
tary key (key token).

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a system 100 to perform
selection and generation of a key 103 according to embodi-
ments. The system 100 replaces a current system that
provides the output 120 with different input 120 and, con-
sequently, different processing within the system 100 to
generate the output 130, as detailed herein. The system 100
includes one or more processors 101 and one or more
memory devices 102 to carry out the selection of the key 103
and cryptographic processing. Some exemplary inputs 120
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are shown in FIG. 1. Required inputs include an indication
of the requested cryptographic operation and any data cor-
responding with the operation (this may additionally include
an indication of the type of the data). For example, when
encryption is the requested operation, the data is the data to
be encrypted. The location to which to send or store the
generated key 103 and the cryptographic operation results
(e.g., encrypted data) may also be specified in the input 120.
In addition to the operation and any data corresponding with
the requested operation, an exemplary listing of criteria that
may be included as input 120 to be used for selection of the
key 103 is shown. These examples are not intended to be
exhaustive and any combination of two or more of the inputs
120 may be provided to the system 100. One exemplary
input 120 is a standard. The standard may be an international
standard or industry standard. Another exemplary input 120
is an application. Exemplary applications include banking
and online shopping. An exemplary input 120 may also
include a specification of the size and strength of the key 103
used and output by the system 100. Another way that the
output key 103 may be constrained is by specifying, in the
input 120, an empty key token to receive the generated key
103. The specified key token may constrain the specific key
generation or derivation algorithm used by the processor 101
of the system 100. The key 103 derivation inputs (discussed
further with reference to FIG. 5 below) may be specified in
the input 120, as well. Based on the input 120 and infor-
mation stored in the memory device 102, the processor 101
of the system 100 selects the key 103 (which may be stored
in memory 102) to complete the cryptographic operation.

Exemplary information that may be stored in the memory
device 102 is shown in FIG. 1. Again, the listing is intended
to be illustrative rather than exhaustive. Information that
may be used to select a key 103 includes, for example,
international standards. The appropriate international stan-
dard needed for the requested cryptographic operation (ac-
cording to the input 120) may be selected from among stored
international standards based on a specific request for a
standard (as part of the input 120) or based on other
information provided with the input 120 (e.g., application
and a country of use). Industry standards may also be stored
in the memory 102. As with the international standard, the
required industry standard may be specified in the input 120
or may be selected from among industry standards that are
stored in memory 102 based on other input 120 factors. The
type of data provided as input 120, which may be indicated
as part of the input 120 or determined by the system 100,
may be other exemplary information of interest stored in the
memory 102.

The memory 102 may be organized to store an indication
of the appropriate key 103 in conjunction with each inter-
national standard, industry standard and data type. For
example, according to one embodiment, the memory 102
may be organized as a look-up table. The associated standard
may specify how the key 103 is to be generated. For
example, a particular standard may require that the key 103
be generated according to NIST 800-90A Recommendation
for Random Number Generation using a seed meeting
specific criteria. Another standard from EMVCo may
require that a key 103 be generated by encrypting an input
piece of data using TDES and a particular Initialization
Value—the result of each round of encryption being used to
form part of the derived key 103. Still another criterion,
ANSI Technical Report 31, requires a very particular wrap-
ping key derivation from a base key that also involves a
MAC key generation for a different part of the wrapping
process: actually generating 2 keys on the fly via different
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methods. Specific examples are provided below to further
explain the processing by the system 100. This processing
includes selection and generation of the key 103 and type
104 of the key 103. A result of the system 100 is provided
as output 130 that may include one or more key tokens (key
103 and type 104), discussed further below, and any cryp-
tographic processing output (e.g., encrypted data when the
requested operation in the input 120 is encryption).

FIG. 2 is a process flow of the system 100 to perform key
103 selection and generation according to an embodiment.
At block 210, receiving input 120 includes receiving infor-
mation about the cryptographic operation of interest, any
data to be operated on, and other information discussed with
reference to FIG. 1, such as data type, international standard,
or application. Receiving input 120 at block 210 specifically
excludes receiving a specification of a key 103 to be used by
the processor 101 of the system 100. This key 103 selection
is left to the system 100 according to the embodiments
discussed herein. Selecting the key 103, at block 220,
includes the processor 101 of the system 100 using the input
120 in conjunction with information stored in memory 102.
The information stored in memory 102 may include, as
discussed with reference to FIG. 1, a correspondence
between different international and industry standards and
data types, for example. Once the key is selected at block
220, generating the key 103, at block 230, includes gener-
ating a strongly-typed key, and performing the crypto-
graphic operation indicated by the input 120, at block 240,
includes performing encryption of data or generating a
digital signature, for example. Providing the output 130, at
block 250, includes providing any data associated with a
result of the cryptographic operation (e.g., encrypted data)
and a key token (key 103 and type 104). As noted above, the
key token is a data structure that includes the key 103 and,
additionally, type 104 information for the key 103. This is
further discussed below with reference to the examples.

FIG. 3 is a process flow of the system 100 performing an
exemplary cryptographic operation according to an embodi-
ment. Specifically, the example shown in FIG. 3 relates to
the system 100 performing an encryption operation. At
block 310, the system 100 receives cleartext, which refers to
the data to be encrypted, constraints, and any data associated
with the constraints. For example, constraints may specify
an industry standard and data associated with the constraints
may specify the data (cleartext) being provided. Thus, the
industry standard may be for the healthcare industry and the
data associated with the constraint may specify that the
cleartext includes patient health information. Selecting the
encryption algorithm and strongly-typed key 103 at block
320 includes the processor 101 of the system 100 using the
input 120 indicating, in the exemplary case, that patient
health data needs to be encrypted in compliance with the
healthcare industry standard. The particular key 103 selec-
tion at block 320 includes the processor 101 accessing the
memory device 102 as needed. Generating the strongly-
typed key 103, at block 330, includes the processor 101
generating the selected key 103 of the selected type 104 for
performing the encryption to generate ciphertext, which is
the encrypted cleartext, at block 340. At block 350, provid-
ing the ciphertext and one or more key tokens represents the
system 100 providing output 130 based on the input 120.

As indicated at block 350, more than one key token (key
103 and type 104) may be provided by the system 100. The
different key tokens may be referred to as variants of each
other because the key 103 may be the same but may be
wrapped or bound with different type 104 information to
generate each key token. For example, if the encrypted data
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(cleartext) were a user’s bank account number, two key
tokens may be provided as output 130 by the system 100.
One key token may include the key 103 and a type 104 that
constrains the key 103 to only allow decryption of the bank
account number (decrypt the ciphertext to obtain the cleart-
ext, for example, by a business partner of the user) while
another key token may include the key 103 and type 104
information that constrains the key 103 to be used in a
personal identification number or numeric password genera-
tion process. As another example of key 103 variants, a user
may create an encrypted file system such that the encrypted
data (cleartext) is a superblock or initial block stored by the
file system. In this case, two key tokens may be provided as
output 130 from the system 100. One key token may
constrain the key 103, based on the type 104 information, to
only decrypt the superblock. Another key token may include
type 104 information that constrains the key 103 to encrypt
or decrypt blocks in the file system other than the super-
block. Generation of key token variants is discussed further
below with reference to FIGS. 4 and 5.

FIG. 4 illustrates generation of variant key tokens accord-
ing to one embodiment. According to the embodiment
shown in FIG. 4, the processor 101 of the system 100
performs an operation 420 (e.g., XOR) using a string 410-1
through 410-# (generally referred to as 410) and the key 103.
Each string 410 is constant and may be known publically. A
different string 410 is used to generate each variant (each
different type 104) of the secret key 103. As shown in the
example at FIG. 4, the operation of string 410-1 with the key
103 generates one key token 430-1 while the operation of
string 410-z with the key 103 generates a different key token
430-n.

FIG. 5 illustrates generation of variant key tokens accord-
ing to another embodiment. The embodiment shown in FIG.
5 involves a set of one-way derivation functions 510-1
through 510-7 (generally referred to as 510) to generate the
variants. The derivation functions 510 may be one of a
number of known key derivation functions that derive a key
token from a key 103 or from other data. Each derivation
function 510 may differ from the other derivation functions
510 based on a different input or a different path taken by the
function, for example. As shown in FIG. 5, derivation
function 510-1 may be used to generate key token 520-1
while derivation function 510-~ may be used to generate key
token 520-n.

FIG. 6 is a process flow of the system 100 performing
another exemplary cryptographic operation according to an
embodiment. Specifically, the example shown in FIG. 6
relates to the system 100 performing generation of a mes-
sage authentication code (MAC). At block 610, receiving the
message and constraints as part of the input 120 includes
receiving a specification of a standard, for example, or a
location of where to send the message with the MAC after
generation. The message is the message to be authenticated
with the MAC. At block 620, selecting the MAC algorithm
and strongly-typed key 103 facilitates generating the MAC,
at block 630, using the selected MAC algorithm and
strongly-typed key. Providing the MAC, at block 640, as an
output 130 of the system 100 may be to the location
specified in the input 120. A user receiving the message and
accompanying MAC would use the system 100 (or similar
system 100) to generate a MAC using the same key 103 and
MAC algorithm and verify that the received MAC and
generated MAC match.

Technical effects and benefits include appropriate key
selection and one-step performance of key generation and
cryptographic processing.
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The present invention may be a system, a method, and/or
a computer program product. The computer program prod-
uct may include a computer readable storage medium (or
media) having computer readable program instructions
thereon for causing a processor to carry out aspects of the
present invention.

The computer readable storage medium can be a tangible
device that can retain and store instructions for use by an
instruction execution device. The computer readable storage
medium may be, for example, but is not limited to, an
electronic storage device, a magnetic storage device, an
optical storage device, an electromagnetic storage device, a
semiconductor storage device, or any suitable combination
of the foregoing. A non-exhaustive list of more specific
examples of the computer readable storage medium includes
the following: a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a
random access memory (RAM), a read-only memory
(ROM), an erasable programmable read-only memory
(EPROM or Flash memory), a static random access memory
(SRAM), a portable compact disc read-only memory (CD-
ROM), a digital versatile disk (DVD), a memory stick, a
floppy disk, a mechanically encoded device such as punch-
cards or raised structures in a groove having instructions
recorded thereon, and any suitable combination of the fore-
going. A computer readable storage medium, as used herein,
is not to be construed as being transitory signals per se, such
as radio waves or other freely propagating electromagnetic
waves, electromagnetic waves propagating through a wave-
guide or other transmission media (e.g., light pulses passing
through a fiber-optic cable), or electrical signals transmitted
through a wire.

Computer readable program instructions described herein
can be downloaded to respective computing/processing
devices from a computer readable storage medium or to an
external computer or external storage device via a network,
for example, the Internet, a local area network, a wide area
network and/or a wireless network. The network may com-
prise copper transmission cables, optical transmission fibers,
wireless transmission, routers, firewalls, switches, gateway
computers and/or edge servers. A network adapter card or
network interface in each computing/processing device
receives computer readable program instructions from the
network and forwards the computer readable program
instructions for storage in a computer readable storage
medium within the respective computing/processing device.

Computer readable program instructions for carrying out
operations of the present invention may be assembler
instructions, instruction-set-architecture (ISA) instructions,
machine instructions, machine dependent instructions,
microcode, firmware instructions, state-setting data, or
either source code or object code written in any combination
of one or more programming languages, including an object
oriented programming language such as Smalltalk, C++ or
the like, and conventional procedural programming lan-
guages, such as the “C” programming language or similar
programming languages. The computer readable program
instructions may execute entirely on the user’s computer,
partly on the user’s computer, as a stand-alone software
package, partly on the user’s computer and partly on a
remote computer or entirely on the remote computer or
server. In the latter scenario, the remote computer may be
connected to the user’s computer through any type of
network, including a local area network (LAN) or a wide
area network (WAN), or the connection may be made to an
external computer (for example, through the Internet using
an Internet Service Provider). In some embodiments, elec-
tronic circuitry including, for example, programmable logic
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circuitry, field-programmable gate arrays (FPGA), or pro-
grammable logic arrays (PLA) may execute the computer
readable program instructions by utilizing state information
of'the computer readable program instructions to personalize
the electronic circuitry, in order to perform aspects of the
present invention.

Aspects of the present invention are described herein with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems), and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments of the invention. It will be
understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations
and/or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the
flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by computer readable program instructions.

These computer readable program instructions may be
provided to a processor of a general purpose computer,
special purpose computer, or other programmable data pro-
cessing apparatus to produce a machine, such that the
instructions, which execute via the processor of the com-
puter or other programmable data processing apparatus,
create means for implementing the functions/acts specified
in the flowchart and/or block diagram block or blocks. These
computer readable program instructions may also be stored
in a computer readable storage medium that can direct a
computer, a programmable data processing apparatus, and/
or other devices to function in a particular manner, such that
the computer readable storage medium having instructions
stored therein comprises an article of manufacture including
instructions which implement aspects of the function/act
specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram block or
blocks.

The computer readable program instructions may also be
loaded onto a computer, other programmable data process-
ing apparatus, or other device to cause a series of operational
steps to be performed on the computer, other programmable
apparatus or other device to produce a computer imple-
mented process, such that the instructions which execute on
the computer, other programmable apparatus, or other
device implement the functions/acts specified in the flow-
chart and/or block diagram block or blocks.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods, and computer pro-
gram products according to various embodiments of the
present invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart
or block diagrams may represent a module, segment, or
portion of instructions, which comprises one or more
executable instructions for implementing the specified logi-
cal function(s). In some alternative implementations, the
functions noted in the block may occur out of the order noted
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in the figures. For example, two blocks shown in succession
may, in fact, be executed substantially concurrently, or the
blocks may sometimes be executed in the reverse order,
depending upon the functionality involved. It will also be
noted that each block of the block diagrams and/or flowchart
illustration, and combinations of blocks in the block dia-
grams and/or flowchart illustration, can be implemented by
special purpose hardware-based systems that perform the
specified functions or acts or carry out combinations of
special purpose hardware and computer instructions.

The descriptions of the various embodiments of the
present invention have been presented for purposes of
illustration, but are not intended to be exhaustive or limited
to the embodiments disclosed. Many modifications and
variations will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the
art without departing from the scope and spirit of the
described embodiments. The terminology used herein was
chosen to best explain the principles of the embodiments, the
practical application or technical improvement over tech-
nologies found in the marketplace, or to enable others of
ordinary skill in the art to understand the embodiments
disclosed herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method of selecting and
generating a key to perform a cryptographic operation, the
method comprising:

receiving one or more inputs representing criteria for the

key, the one or more inputs excluding an explicit
identification of the key and the one or more inputs
specifying the cryptographic operation, data on which
to perform the cryptographic operation, and a type of
the data;

retrieving, from a memory device, information corre-

sponding with the one or more inputs, the information
including an industry standard corresponding with the
type of the data;

selecting and generating, using a processor, the key based

on the information including the industry standard
corresponding with the type of the data;

performing, using the processor, the cryptographic opera-

tion on the data using the key to obtain cryptographic
output;

generating, using the processor, data structures as two or

more key tokens, each data structure including the key
and information indicating a respective type of the key;
and

outputting the cryptographic output and the two or more

key tokens.



